
   
SOUTH EAST ASIA 

____________________________________________________________________ 

2006: A Year in Review 
Dear Friends, 
 
The year 2006 was incredible for the development of our organization and our projects in Southeast Asia. We 
have touched many lives in meaningful ways in the past year.  We have developed strong partnerships with 
Southeast Asian organizations and institutions in order to work for important changes on the systemic level.  
We have mobilized resources from around the world to find creative solutions for the problems of the 
people who are living on the periphery of human existence:  The Cambodian kids who survive each day by 
picking through our garbage; the families who are thrown out of their homes and off their land by the tens 
of thousands to further enrich a tiny elite; the poor and vulnerable majority of the world's population who 
are largely forgotten by the remaining quarter of humanity who have enough and are often overly 
concerned with getting more.  And we have moved so many ‘who have enough' to join us in helping to 
rectify the imbalance.   
 
We are realizing our vision of breaking down the barriers that keep people divided and building bridges of 
friendship and cooperation between people from different countries, cultures, communities and 
generations.  It is truly inspiring!   
 
When people see all the projects we are working on in so many different fields - from the socio-economic to 
the legal to the environmental – I am often asked:  Why does BAB work on so many different issues and 
problems?  Why not just focus on one thing like other organizations?  Our answer is that we have adopted  
a broad mission because it allows us to offer a holistic response to the interconnected problems facing the 
communities and natural environments where we are working. 
 
When we look around us, we see a world filled with fear, breeding hatred and violence.  We are horrified by 
the daily TV news images of innocent people being terrorized by violence and war and its ugly aftermath.  
Here in Cambodia, we do not need to turn on the news to see the horrors.  We only need to look outside to 
see the terrible suffering of a nation still reeling from the effects of thirty years of war; to see islands of 
massive wealth and power towering over an ocean of impoverishment and deprivation, threatening to 
reignite the conflict; to see the exploitation of women and children and the poor, the exhaustion of precious 
natural resources, awful human rights violations and the mockery of justice.  We know that these diseases 
plague nations the world over.  But we also know that these diseases have the same root causes.  They are 
interrelated symptoms of a singular, unhealthy system and they require an integrated cure.  
 
As irreparable as the world seems to be lately, we are filled with hope. We have hope because we know that 
there is so much we CAN do to heal our sick planet and alleviate the suffering we see all around us.  And we 
ARE doing it.  We are doing it thanks to YOU, all the people out there from dozens of countries who have 
joined us, who have contributed, fundraised, volunteered and helped us to launch new projects.  So much 
creative energy from around the world has coalesced to form this body of work and people that is Bridges 
Across Borders.  The tapestry we are weaving together grows more intricate each day, creating new ripples 
that reverberate right across the planet.   
 
We are proud to share with you our 2006 accomplishments in this First Annual “Year in Review” newsletter.   
In these pages, you will get a glimpse of the Southeast Asian section of our human tapestry.  You will meet 
the people we are working with in this region and learn about their problems, as well as the solutions that we 
are working towards together.  From all of us on the BAB Southeast Asia Team, we want to thank you for all 
you do to make our world a better place.  And we wish you peace and happiness in 2007.   
 
David Pred - Cambodia Country Director 
Phnom Penh, January 2007 
 



Child Protection Programme 
 

 
Our Child Protection Program is aimed at protecting the rights and dignity of orphaned, 
abandoned, and at-risk children.  BAB supports the efforts of local organizations that have rescued 
children from dangerous and exploitative situations.  We have helped to establish child-care 
facilities that provide safe, nurturing homes, educational opportunities and protection from harm 
for dozens of former street children.  We also support alternative vocational, educational and 
harm reduction programs for children still living on the streets or in slum communities and broken 
homes.  The following is an overview of our recent and upcoming child protection efforts: 
 
             

More Than Three Years of Support for the  
Centre for Children's Happiness 

 

 
 
 
Since late 2003, BAB has been protecting the rights of some of Cambodia’s most vulnerable 
children by supporting the Center for Children's Happiness (CCH), a local organization that 
provides a safe, clean and loving home for orphaned or abandoned children, many of whom were 
previously working in horrendous conditions in Phnom Penh’s municipal landfill.   
 
 

The Center for Children’s Happiness was one of our 
first projects in Cambodia.  We began supporting 
CCH shortly after it was founded by Mr. Mech Sokha.  
Through the child sponsorship program that we 
began at that time, BAB has helped the capacity of 
CCH grow from 15 children to 115.  For the last three 
and a half years, we have been offering the children 
of CCH English, computer skills, and vocational 
training.  We have rented and purchased land for 
the Center and have provided much needed 
infrastructure and equipment, as well as core 
funding for food, health care, teachers salaries and 

other running costs.   
 



In late 2005, we helped CCH open a second children's center to accommodate all the new children 
for whom sponsors have been found.  Throughout 2006, we helped to expand and renovate that 
center so that the living space is comfortable, clean and secure for the approximately 80 children 
who now live there.  We constructed a protective firewall and extra water taps along the south 
boundary of the property in order to protect the wooden classrooms and dormitory in the event 
of a fire at the adjacent property.  We built a security wall around the entire compound to protect 
the center from intruders – an important security measure for the not-so-secure neighbourhood 
in which the center is located.  We have also supported the installation of an insulated ceiling and 
fans on the second floor of the wooden structure to make the rooms habitable during hot 
weather, and we have installed mosquito screens in all the dormitory rooms to keep the flying 
critters outside.  

 
The largest project BAB has supported at the 
second center was the restoration of the plot 
of land behind the building that BAB leased in 
order to provide more room for the children 
to play.  The land was extremely polluted with 
solid waste and raw sewage, but BAB funded a 
massive effort to clean the land and repair the 
sewer connection.  Volunteers on a project 
week from the United World College in Hong 
Kong participated in this clean-up effort.  It is 
now a lovely garden, playground and soccer 
pitch.  Most of this was made possible thanks 
to a generous donation from the family of 
Daria Dachs, who volunteered with us at CCH 
last year.  Daria's brother Phillip passed away 
tragically while she was in Cambodia and she 

and her family encouraged friends and loved ones to make donations in his memory.  "Phillip's 
Garden" is now a lasting tribute to Daria's brother, whose spirit lives on in all the children who will 
enjoy the garden and play space in the years to come.  
 

           Before                                             After 
 

 
 
The construction of the sewer connection to the main sewer canal two blocks away was 
supported by a donation from Irish BAB volunteers Barry and Ian, who raised the funds from 
friends and family prior to coming to Cambodia.   The sewer connection will not only solve the 
huge sewage and flooding problem at the center, but will also solve these problems for the ten 
families that live on the same block.  
 
 
 
 



Education for a Brighter Future 
 
Given the poor quality of public education in Cambodia, and 
the fact that many of the children at CCH did not have the 
chance to go to school prior to living at the Center, 
supplemental education for the children has been an integral 
component of CCH's program.  BAB has supported these efforts 
by funding teacher salaries and placing dozens of international 
volunteers at CCH over the years.  In particular, since the 
summer of 2004, BAB has cooperated with the various United 
World College (UWC) preparatory schools to place their graduates at CCH on four to six month 
volunteer stints before they go to university.  Currently we have six volunteers from the United 
World Colleges in Singapore, Norway and Italy living in our Volunteer House in Phnom Penh and 
volunteering at CCH, where they are teaching English and tutoring the older children on various 
school subjects. 
 

     
 
 
 
 

 
This consistent emphasis at CCH on supplemental education 
programs appears to be paying off dramatically. Class size in a 
typical Cambodian school is about 50, and numerous children 
at CCH have scored #1 in their classes, including Lon Sambo 
and Say Raksmey (grade 5), Chea Srey Pao and Kong Chinda 
(grade 4), Kry Reach (grade 3), and Pheng Thai (grade 1). All 
children are studying very hard, and many more children are 
placing in the top 10% in academic performance at public 
school. 
 

 
 
 
The biggest success story of CCH's emphasis on education so far is sixteen year-old Un Narun.  Four 
years ago he was an orphaned child barely eeking out an existence scavenging for scrap metal at 
Phnom Penh’s municipal waste dump.  In September, he boarded a plane and flew to Singapore to 
begin receiving a world-class education at the United World College of Southeast Asia (UWCSEA).  
After competing against applicants in several different countries, Narun was given a three year full 
scholarship to the International Baccalaureate program at UWCSEA.  Upon graduation from this 
program, Narun will have access to university scholarships in the United States, Australia and 
Europe.  This remarkable success story is the result of Narun's hard work and extraordinary 
determination to pull himself and his siblings quite literally out of the depths of human existence.  
When Narun was at CCH, he would normally wake up at 4:00am to study.  This kid is driven!  In 
addition to his determination and natural intellect, Narun's success is a result of all the nurturing 
and care that he has received from the staff, volunteers and supporters of CCH since he was 

Lon Sambo - #1 in her Class 

Elysia Glover teaching the 
Intermediate English Class 

Michael Ewart teaching the 
Beginners English Class 



accepted as one of the first residents in 2002.  Narun is a wonderful role model for all his peers at 
CCH who now see that dreams really can come true.  We are so proud of him.  And we are so 
grateful to all the people who tutored him, supported him, loved him and helped him to achieve 
this amazing accomplishment.   

 
 

 
For those students at CCH who are not fortunate enough to get a scholarship to study abroad, but 
have the capacity and desire to receive higher education in Cambodia, BAB has provided $10,000 
to establish a CCH Scholarship Fund.  If the principle balance is not expended, the interest from 
this fund will be sufficient to provide one domestic scholarship each year at a leading Cambodian 
university.  Thank you to the Gable Charitable Trust and the contributors to the Paula and Stanley 
Pred Memorial Fund for making this scholarship fund possible! 
 

TINY TOONES: 
BUILDING BRIDGES FROM 
AMERICAN STREETS TO 
CAMBODIAN STREETS 

 
In late 2004, Tuy Sobil was deported to 
Cambodia - the land that his parents fled 
just before the Khmer Rouge began their 
murderous rule in 1975.  Sobil, who prefers 
to go by his street name “KK”, was actually 
born in a refugee camp on the 
Thailand/Cambodia border.  After spending 

several years languishing in Thai and Malaysian refugee camps, his family was permanently settled 
in the United States.  Like many refugees who fled the civil wars and repressive regimes of the 
1970s and 1980s, they were settled in low-income, crime-ridden American inner cities, where they 
faced the new hardships of discrimination and difficulty integrating into the wildly different 
American society.  KK ended up falling into gang culture and got into some trouble as a youth, but 
he was trying to reform himself and make something of his life.  Then one day he was arrested for 
attempted car burglary in Los Angeles, which he claims was simply because he had tattoos, a prior 
record and was spotted by police standing around next to a nice car.  That event, along with the 
events of September 11th 2001, precipitated KK’s long, strange journey to Cambodia. 
  
Following the terror attacks on 9/11, the Bush Administration began aggressively enforcing a 1996 
immigration law that had until then been relatively unused.  This law made it possible to deport 
immigrants and refugees back to their home countries if they committed any crimes – including 
misdemeanours – while living in the U.S, if they had failed to apply for U.S. citizenship.   It didn’t 
matter how long they had lived in the U.S., or how much they identified as Americans; nor did it 
matter what type of situation they had fled in their home countries, or whether they had any 
remaining ties to those countries.  In 2002, the Bush Administration managed to pressure the 
Cambodian government to accept nearly 1500 Cambodian-American deportees, including people 
like KK who were not even born in Cambodia and had no Cambodian birth certificate.   

Narun hard  at work studying 



When KK finished serving his time for the attempted burglary charge - thinking he was a free man 
- he was immediately rearrested by U.S. immigration authorities and placed in detention until his 
deportation paperwork went through.  After spending nearly three years in an immigration 
detention center, KK boarded a plane to begin a thirty-hour journey, shackled by his hands and 
feet, to a land he had known only through the stories of his parents.   When he exited the plane, 
he was again taken into detention – this time in a Cambodian prison, where he was held until he 
managed to find a distant relative to pay the bribe the Cambodian authorities demanded for his 
release.  Finally, four years after he was first picked up by Los Angeles police for an attempted 
crime he says he had no intention to commit; KK was out of police custody.  Yet, he had to figure 
out how to get by in the strange new environment in which he found himself.   
 
KK’s story is similar to that of other deportees, who are now trying to make a life for themselves 
in Cambodia, with no hope of ever being able to return to their family and friends in the United 
States.  Their tattooed bodies, American swagger, and inability to speak Khmer make them 
outcasts amongst their fellow Cambodians, just as they were outcasts in America.  Reintegration 
has been difficult and many deportees have not been able to adjust to life in Cambodia.   
 
Despite the challenges, KK managed to find a way to give his new life some meaning and help 
Cambodian kids who are living on the edge not to fall into the same traps that got him in trouble.  
These days, he has become a real hero to hundreds of at-risk kids living in Phnom Penh.  It all 
happened by chance.  In January 2005, some kids who lived in KK’s neighbourhood learned that he 
used to street dance back in the States and they asked him to teach them.  At first he turned 
them down, but they were quite persistent so he finally agreed.  KK began teaching break-dancing 
in his house to five children from the Kiey Kaplearng slum in Phnom Penh.  That was the beginning 
of the break-dancing group he named Tiny Toones    
 

 
 
The group soon expanded to 20 kids, and he moved to a larger house the following month to 
accommodate the increasing number of children wanting to dance.  In April, after finding a good 
job doing outreach with Korsang, an organization that conducts needle exchange and other HIV 
and drug harm reduction programs in Phnom Penh, he was able to afford to move to a two-story 
building in the same neighbourhood.  There are now around 300 kids, some as young as 10 years 
old, who come and go, and around 30 who attend regularly. The kids who come to dance are all 
from very poor families and live on the streets or in squatter/slum communities.  Some are 
children of sex workers and others are AIDS orphans.  One of the eleven year-old AIDS orphans who 
is an active member is HIV-positive himself.  A few of the kids were recently evicted from their 
homes with their families after their slums were cleared by the government on behalf of 
developers.  KK took the kids in to live with him at their families urging, rather than having them 
move with their families to the squalid relocation site outside of the city where they would no 
longer have access to the dance lessons and opportunities Tiny Toones affords. 
 
Drop-in dance instruction is given for three hours every evening, along with one-hour English 
lessons three times a week prior to dance classes provided by a volunteer.  KK takes the 



opportunity to educate the kids about protecting themselves from HIV/AIDS and encourages them 
to go to school and stay away from drugs.   The kids have gotten really good at dancing over the 
last year and a half and they now perform regularly at dance clubs, private parties and for 
different organizations.  The group has performed several times on television as well.  This has 
given the kids newfound self-confidence and self-respect. 

 
Tiny Toones charges for performances in non-public 
venues and earnings cover general expenses such as 
transport and utilities, as well as direct support to the 
children and their families.  However, income from 
performances is not yet enough to support all the 
expenses involved in making Tiny Toones work, which 
is why KK asked for Bridges Across Borders to help. 
 
KK’s dream is to expand the center and make it a 
permanent safe haven for at-risk youth, where they 
can come not only to dance but also to socialise, stay 
off the streets and learn important life skills during 
after-school hours.  BAB agreed to take on Tiny Toones 
as a new project, and we have already secured a small 
grant from UNICEF to begin making KK’s dream come 
true.  With this new financial and technical support 

from BAB and UNICEF, Tiny Toones plans for the integration of an HIV/AIDS education and outreach 
program into its regular activities as well as continued 
informal support to at-risk youth in the community, like 
supporting out-of-school members to get back in school.  
 
With the UNICEF grant, BAB will support the operating 
expenses of the current center and promote it as     
a stable place where local children can drop in during the  
day or after-school hours, in the same neighbourhood    
where at-risk children and their families live.  With their 
operating expenses covered, earnings from performance  
can now all go to the performers.  The Tiny Toones center  
will continue its regular activities, including dance 
instruction, English classes, daily meals, and HIV/AIDS,  
sexual health and drug education.  In addition, BAB is 
providing dance outfits and equipment. UNICEF is providing 
posters and booklets about HIV/AIDS and drugs that will be 
displayed at the centre and made available to the children.  
Neighbourhood kids can drop in anytime to learn, get 
support and be referred to other services.  
 
HIV/AIDS education outreach will also be integrated into Tiny Toones’ performances. Twice per 
month, these performances will include a small-scale HIV/AIDS campaign aimed at an estimated 
audience of 100 people each month. These campaigns will target high-risk young people who 
frequent night entertainment places.  KK has designed a t-shirt with a HIV/AIDS message, which will 
be printed and worn by the dancers during these performances.  Tiny Toones will also distribute 
booklets including basic information on HIV/AIDS, “Stop AIDS” sport bracelets, and key rings with 
the number to the HIV/AIDS hotline. 
 
KK is a man on a mission.  He wants to save as many kids as he can from the harms that are 
ubiquitous on the streets of Phnom Penh.  Some folks try to save people with religion.  KK prefers 
dancing.  Together with Bridges Across Borders, Tiny Toones is now on its way to being a major 
force for positive personal development for poor urban youth in Phnom Penh and an incredibly 
effective vehicle for HIV/AIDS outreach throughout the country.  Will kids listen to Tiny Toones 
messages about harm reduction?  Of course they will.  They’re the coolest kids in town. 

KK painting faces at the BAB Halloween 
Fundraising Party 



Community Development Programme 
 

The goal of our Community Development Program is to empower the poor and vulnerable 
communities we serve and help them to realize their own potential to improve their standard of 
living.  BAB provides financial support and training to our partner communities to help them 
realize their development aspirations.  We support creative, environmentally sound, local initiatives 
that improve access to education and vocational training, health care and sanitation, food 
production and access to clean water, employment opportunities and rural livelihoods. 
 
 

Development in the Era of Privatization:  
Fifteen Years On  

By: David Pred 
 
Cambodians have witnessed enormous changes in their country since the 1991 Paris Peace Accords 
brought about the beginning of the end of a twelve-year civil war and the arrival of a free market 
economy.  The peace agreement coincided with the end of the Cold War and settled one of the 
last remaining proxy wars in the struggle between the Western and Soviet blocs.  A decade-long 
Western embargo of Cambodia was replaced with the United Nations first major nation-building 
project, the United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC).  In 1992-1993, UNTAC 
organized Cambodia's first free national elections, repatriated hundreds of thousands of refugees 
and began clearing the countryside of its devastating landmine contamination.  Western and 
Japanese donors poured in aid money and introduced market-oriented development strategies 
aimed at generating economic growth.  This was supposed to lead to poverty alleviation.  Sadly, 
looking back on the billions of dollars of aid that has been invested over the last fifteen years, 
there is not much to show for it.  In fact, many people feel that the social and economic situation 
is actually much worse today than it was under the socialist regime that the Vietnamese installed 
to rebuild the utterly destroyed country after their 1979 invasion ended Pol Pot’s reign of terror.    
    
Under the socialist system of the 1980s, healthcare, sanitation and water services were limited, but 
they were provided to all people free of charge by the State, with support from the Soviet bloc 
countries.  During this period, all Cambodians also had access to land for farming.  Things began to 
change when land ownership was privatized in 1989, as the socialist system began to crumble and 
Cambodia embraced market reforms.  Following the 1993 elections, Cambodia became much 
more integrated into the world economy.  In order to comply with the conditions of loans 
provided by the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, Cambodia had to privatize, 
liberalize and deregulate its domestic economy.  Under the Structural Adjustment Program that 
Cambodia’s new benefactors imposed, public spending on social services was reduced and many 
of these services were handed over to the private sector in an effort to make them more efficient.   
 
The primary result of these changes has been that people need to spend more money to meet 
their basic needs.  With the removal of agricultural subsidies, most farmers now have to go into 
debt in order to buy seed, fertilizer and other agricultural inputs. Private health-care expenses are 
also a leading cause of debt accumulation, accounting for around 22% of total household 
spending. Those who cannot repay their debts often lose their land, and thus their ability to grow 
their own food.  Even public school education has become unaffordable for the children of many 
poor families.  Teachers who cannot get by on their meager government salaries are forced to 
demand unofficial school fees from their students.   
 
The escalation of private debt and landlessness, caused by increased household spending on basic 
services, has led to a deepening of poverty and a dramatic rise in inequality. Today the gap 
between rich and poor and rural and urban areas is more extreme than it was during the early 
1970s, when social and economic inequality helped to foster the conditions that led to the Khmer 



Rouge revolution.  The number of people living below the poverty line has declined over the last 
decade in Cambodia at a rate of around 1% each year, and economic growth has remained high at 
7% annually.  Yet, 1 out of 3 Cambodians still lives on less than $1 a day, and the vast majority of 
the population still has no access to clean water, adequate shelter, sanitation facilities or 
electricity.  Food security has worsened for most poor Cambodians.  Malnutrition is endemic 
amongst children and thousands die every year from easily preventable diseases.  Infant, child, 
and maternal mortality rates are among the highest in Asia.  For the poorest Cambodians, life has 
clearly become more difficult.  Meanwhile, the number of luxury villas and sport utility vehicles in 
Phnom Penh seem to be growing everyday.  While some poor people are better off than they 
were fifteen years ago, the fruits of development in the era of privatization have mainly been 
hoarded by the ruling elite. 
 
The most disturbing trend that has arisen from the market reforms has been rampant land-
grabbing and forced evictions in the name of ‘development.’ For the rural poor, who make up 
90% of those who survive on less than one US dollar a day, land is their single most important 
asset.  Yet, landlessness is estimated to have reached 22% of the rural population and has been 
rising at crisis proportions for the past five years. The main problem is that 80% of the population 
occupies land without any legal documentation proving ownership - a result of mismanaged land 
policy and massive high-level corruption since land ownership was privatized in 1989.  
Consequently, access to land and natural resources has decreased significantly for the poor - 
whose livelihoods depend on them - while land ownership has become concentrated in fewer and 
fewer hands. 
 
The absence of secure land tenure is a significant impediment to poverty reduction.  It also makes 
the majority of the population extremely vulnerable to land-grabbing by the powerful, who are 
able to steal land from the poor with impunity.  The lack of secure tenure allows the authorities to 
conduct forced evictions in order to facilitate huge land concessions that have been granted to 
investors and companies promising 'development.'   These concessions are normally granted 
behind closed doors without any public participation or oversight.  The 'development projects' 
that are touted to be intended for the public good are often fronts for land speculation, logging 
or other natural resource extraction operations and rarely produce good employment 
opportunities for the local community.  On the contrary, the people who own the land being 
developed are forced to move elsewhere, often with little or no compensation provided to them, 
and with disastrous implications for their livelihoods. 

 
 

Forced Evictions Create 
“Non-Citizens, Non-People” 

 
According to a report released in August 2006 by 
Human Rights Watch, "The Government is allowing a 
handful of powerful and well-connected individuals to 
line their own pockets while trampling on the human 
rights of thousands of poor people."   The report 
stated that between June and August, 1500 people 
were forcibly evicted from their Phnom Penh 
residences, which many had purchased and lived in 
for over ten years. A recent study by the Solidarity for 
the Urban Poor Federation found that 40% of Phnom 
Penh's roughly 62, 000 extremely poor families face 
the threat of eviction.  This epidemic has not only 

affected Phnom Penh residents; it has swept every 
province in the country.  Thousands more families 
have been evicted since the Human Rights Watch 
report was released six months ago.   

 

Burned Remains of the homes of 45 
evicted families 



Evicted Families at the relocation site 
(AFP Photo) 

Evictions are normally carried out by military police armed with assault rifles, electric batons, 
shields and tear gas.  They often use excessive force to remove residents and destroy their homes.  
Those who non-violently resist the eviction risk arrest, beatings and sometimes even extra-judicial 
killings by the authorities.  Phnom Penh residents who have been evicted during the last year 
have been trucked to squalid relocation sites more than 20 kilometres outside of the city.  The 
sites are often undeveloped paddy fields without water or sanitation facilities, and no nearby 
schools, hospitals or employment opportunities.  

 

 
 

 
 
Predictably, these deplorable conditions have led to a humanitarian crisis.  Humanitarian 
organizations that have responded to the crisis report that diseases are rampant and spreading 
quickly, children are slowly starving, and the community is sinking into deeper and deeper despair 
as they wait in vain for the arrival of basic services or resettlement on another plot of land 
suitable for living.  The evicted families have not even been allowed to register to vote in their 
new resettlement locations because the authorities know that they will vote for the opposition 
party.  As one Cambodian human rights lawyer put it, “They have effectively become non-citizens, 
non-people.”  It is no wonder that the word many evictees have been using to describe their 
experience is the Khmer word for evacuation - likening the eviction to the last time they were 
forcibly removed from their homes in Phnom Penh and marched to the countryside when the 
Khmer Rouge took power in 1975. 
 
 

BAB Community Development Program: 
Mobilizing Global Resources to Support 

Community Initiatives 
 
Bridges Across Borders' Community Development Program has a very different notion of 
development.  Our approach to development is people-centered, participatory, and focused on 
the improvement of human wellbeing.  It is based on the idea that poor and disempowered 
communities can build themselves if given sufficient financial and technical support and 
protection of their basic rights.  It is rooted in the fervent belief that communities have the right 
to development, but that they also have the right to decide for themselves the nature of that 
development.   We believe that every individual has the right to a decent house with security of 
tenure, education, health care, protection from hunger and malnutrition, and a means of 
providing for oneself.  These are human rights that the Cambodian government is primarily 
responsible to respect, protect and fulfill.  Yet, we also understand that the Cambodian 
government has limited capacity and resources to fulfill these rights for all of its citizens, and we 



believe that the international community – particularly those of us from the wealthiest corners of 
the planet – also have a responsibility to help ensure that these basic rights are enjoyed equally by 
human beings everywhere.  This is the philosophical foundation of our Community Development 
Program.  
 
We aim to empower the poor to solve their own problems by helping them to come together as a 
community to develop their capabilities and realize their potential.  We work directly with 
communities and support community-based human development initiatives.  We help build the 
capacity of local government to improve public services and respond to the needs of its citizens.  
And we stand together with the Cambodian human rights community in the NGO Committee on 
the Rights of the Child and the Housing Rights Task Force to challenge gross violations of 
economic and social rights like the exploitation of children and illegal forced evictions.   
 
BAB is currently working with impoverished communities in Phnom Penh, Kep, Kampot, Pursat 
and Takeo provinces, with plans of expansion to Kompong Speu and Banteay Meanchey provinces 
in 2007.  
 
 

Building Food Security in Pursat  
 

BAB has been working with our partner organization Sustainable Cambodia in five villages of 
Pursat province, in central Cambodia, to improve food security and fight child malnutrition.   
 

As in most rural Cambodian villages, child 
malnutrition is endemic in the five villages 
where Sustainable Cambodia is currently 
working.  The lack of adequate protein and 
vitamin A in the children’s diets has been 
identified as a major contributor to poor 
nutritional health in these communities.  
Without sufficient protein and vitamin A in 
their diets, the children are at risk of 
becoming malnourished, which increases their 
vulnerability to illnesses such as acute 
respiratory infections (ARI), diarrhea, measles 
and malaria.  Malnutrition is a major 
contributor to the deaths of children from 
these illnesses. It also impairs children’s vision 
and their physical and mental development.   

 
While SC is working with the communities on long-term solutions to alleviate the grinding poverty 
that causes children to be malnourished, BAB is assisting with efforts to provide immediate relief 
to improve the nutritional status of the children.  The nutrition project supported by BAB includes 
daily distribution of multi-vitamins to all pregnant women and children under the age of 10, and 
the provision of Vitamin A syrup to all infants under the age of 1.  De-worming medication is also 
being provided twice a year to all children in the five villages in order to combat parasites - a 
leading culprit in child malnutrition and correlated health problems.  A protein-rich daily meal will 
also soon be offered at the three village pre-schools, reaching the 123 children who attend.  With 
education on child nutrition now being provided to the parents of the pre-school children, and 
with more protein sources now available from community fishponds that have recently been 
established, we are hoping that parents will also begin to take it upon themselves to ensure that 
their children are well nourished.   
 
BAB has also supported long-term solutions to the lack of food by providing training to Pursat 
farmers on soil improvement and composting, and by helping two villages to establish 
Community Rice Banks.  
 



Throughout most of Cambodia, there is only one harvest per year due to a lack of irrigation 
infrastructure.   During the harvest time in December and January, the abundance of local rice 
keeps the purchase price lower than in the months later in the year when the supply decreases, 
the price escalates, and the poor are hungry.  With no savings and no stored rice, a poor family 
could pay annual interest rates as high as 100% to borrow rice money to feed their children.   A 
Community Rice Bank - with a lowered community-set interest rate of only 20% - assists 
participating families in obtaining an affordable source of rice during the lean periods.  The 
interest also accumulates for the community-owned rice bank, rather than for the enrichment of 
local moneylenders. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How the Rice Bank Works 
 

• A Rice Bank Committee is elected by participating members and determines the structure 
and internal rules of the rice bank with BAB and SC assistance. 

• Members contribute a percentage of their harvest of un-milled rice to the rice bank in 
January. 

• The contributions are calculated on the average rice needs for a family of five and the 
projected annual shortfalls before the next rice harvest. 

• BAB supplied several tons of capital rice to supplement the rice bank stocks according to 
the calculated borrowing projections for next year. 

• The rice is stored and cared for by all the participants in a communal building built by the 
families. 

• Based on their need and the quantity of rice stored, participants can withdraw a 
predetermined amount of rice during the lean months of April and May. 

• At the end of the next year when the new harvest period begins, the borrowers repay in 
rice the amount they owe along with 20% interest. 

• If participants do not have enough land to repay the rice loan from the next harvest, they 
must buy rice to repay. 

• Families who cannot repay in purchased rice can repay in labor or service. 
 
 
Rice banks can help: 
 

• Improve food security for subsistence farmers during the rice cultivation season  
• Alleviate the private debt that keeps many subsistence farmers mired in poverty 
• Ensure that the village has an emergency food supply in the event of natural disasters 



• Keep children in school instead of being forced to work to supply food to their family 
• Strengthen solidarity and community responses to community problems 
• Build the capacity of community management 

 
The two rice banks that BAB helped establish in Pursat have grown significantly in membership 
and rice stocks over the last year, as originally sceptical villagers have become convinced to 
deposit their rice in the community bank.  Last month, the village development committee from a 
nearby community decided that they would also like a rice bank in their village.  We are thrilled to 
see that this community solution to the lack of food problem is catching on. 

 

Education and Water in Takeo 
 
BAB has been working with our local affiliate organization Meakea Aphiwadh in Takeo province to 
support community-based development initiatives planned by the community organization that 
Meakea established in Samrong district. 
 

BAB supports the Community Child Education 
Center that Meakea constructed in 2004.  The 
center is managed by the community 
organization and provides English and 
computer training, basic health and sanitation 
education, and sports activities.  BAB will be 
providing financial and technical support for 
the all the center's activities in 2007, including 
the expansion of the computer lab, which is 
now in very high demand.  Over 300 students 
have signed up to learn computers, yet there 
are currently only seven computers!   We are 
seeking funds to buy more so that we do not 
have to turn away students who are motivated 
to learn. 

  
One of the biggest problems the people in this district face is drought.  The drought was very 
severe during the last dry season and the community ponds had all dried up, leading villagers to 
travel long distances every day to fetch water from far away rivers and other natural water 
sources that had not run dry.  Every day of the drought was a struggle for the villagers to meet 
the daily water consumption needs of their 
families, as well as their animals.  Some villagers 
were forced to drink from a highly 
contaminated deep pond that is normally only 
used for watering animals.  Even during the wet 
season, when the ponds are full, the water most 
people drink is hardly potable.  Yet, with no 
safe alternatives, Cambodians are accustomed 
to drinking water from scum-coated ponds and 
rice paddies.  Two-thirds of Cambodians do not 
have access to safe drinking water.  This is a 
major cause of disease and one of the leading 
reasons why one in ten children do not survive 
to see their fifth birthday. 
 

The dire need during this dry season became apparent to us after Meakea installed one well at the 
Community Child Education Center.  As soon as the well was installed, hundreds of people began 
lining up literally twenty-four hours a day to catch water.  The terrible sight of this desperation 
for a basic human need alerted Bridges Across Borders to the need for intervention.    



In April, at the height of the dry season, BAB installed seven more wells in strategic locations to 
serve at least 100 families.  BAB also provided a home water filter to each family to ensure that the 
water would be safe for drinking.  In exchange, each beneficiary family paid the equivalent of five 
US dollars each for the wells and two dollars for the filters.  Their contribution is important to 
ensure that the families understand that they are the owners of the wells and filters.  The $700 
that was raised from the well and filter contributions was then provided to the community 
organization in order to start a community-based Self-Help Fund.   This fund will encourage 
community members to save their money together and allow them to borrow at low-interest 
rates for micro-enterprises and other means of increasing family incomes.  In 2007, BAB plans to 
dig more wells and will work to strengthen the Self-Help Group and support their income 
generation activities. 

                 

 
Joining Hand in Hand to Make Poverty History in Kep 

 
BAB is launching an ambitious new community development project in the Phnom Voar area of 
Kep municipality, on the southern coast of Cambodia.  With core-funding provided by the Belgian 
owned Knai Bang Chatt, a luxury 
resort in Kep, and the Belgian charity 
Friends of the Rainbow Schools, BAB 
will lead the implementation of a 
five-year integrated community 
development project in the villages 
around the Phnom Voar mountains.  
The goal of the project is to bring 
about a sustainable improvement in 
the quality of life of the residents of 
Kep villages.  After surveying the 
needs and the potential of the 
villages in Kep municipality, it was 
determined that the project would 
focus initially on the 2650 residents of 
Chamcar Bei village, paying closest 
attention to the poorest and most 
vulnerable among them.  We call this 
project Hand in Hand. 
 

Phnom Voar is a notorious place in Cambodia, known for being one of the fiercest battlegrounds 
between the Khmer Rouge and the Cambodian government during the civil war.  This area was 
one the final stands for the Khmer Rouge resistance, with the fighting lasting until 1994, and it 
remains populated mainly by former Khmer Rouge families.  It was chosen as the site for the Hand 
in Hand project because it is the most impoverished area in Kep, yet it has great untapped 



potential for agricultural development.  We also hope that the project will contribute to the 
reintegration of the still isolated former Khmer Rouge families by conducting development 
activities that promote cooperation between them and their once “enemy” neighbours. 
 
BAB believes that it is essential that development initiatives are planned and implemented with 
the full participation of the affected population, the local government and all other stakeholders.  
Before initiating development activities in any community, our approach is to spend time living in 
the community, learning from the people and gaining their trust, and developing an informed 
understanding of their living conditions, past and present difficulties and important issues.  In 
keeping with our development ethos, BAB conducted a participatory assessment in September 
2006, during which time we got to know the people of Chamcar Bei and their situation.  Following 
the assessment, BAB conducted two planning workshops to help the community to synthesize the 
results and begin imagining solutions to their problems.  Over the next five years, BAB will work 
with the people of Chamcar Bei to transform the solutions they conceived on paper into the 
reality of their everyday lives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
During the planning workshops, community participants conceived their vision, goals and desired 
activities to realize those goals over the next five years.  This input formed the basis of our project 
plan.  Their community vision is: Chamcar Bei is a peaceful village where all residents have a 
better standard of living.  The four primary objectives of the project were also determined 
during the planning workshops: 

• Livelihoods improved: Create opportunities for village families to improve their living 
conditions through the establishment of cooperative and family micro-enterprises, 
community food security and natural resource conservation initiatives. 

• Education situation improved: Increase school attendance, particularly for girls; improve 
the quality of public school services; and establish a Community Learning Center and 
Demonstration Farm to provide adult vocational, agricultural and literacy training, and 
supplementary "after school" youth education. 

• Health situation improved: Provide required resources to the local public health centers 
and support community-managed primary and preventative health interventions that will 
bring about a general improvement in the health of village residents.  

• Sustainability ensured:  Establish a strong, democratic community-based organization 
(CBO) with the capacity to plan, implement and monitor the development activities that 
are supported by the project.  The CBO should continue to operate long after the Hand in 
Hand project phases out, and it will serve as a community organizing model for 
neighboring communities. 

 
The project will be based at a compound in the heart of Chamcar Bei that was constructed by 
UNESCO and used in the 1990s as a community educational center.  The building has been unused 
since the UNESCO project finished.  Our goal is to restore the Community Learning Center and 
ensure its sustainability after our project ends.  The community would like to have a computer 
training center there, as well as English, Khmer literacy and vocational training.  We also plan to 
develop the two hectares of land around the center into a community farm, which will 
demonstrate integrated farming techniques and raise livestock for an "animal pass-on" program.  
We hope to have the center powered by bio-gas, solar and other forms of renewable energy.  



Happy Kep kids hang out outside during 
the planning workshop 

 
The Hand in Hand project is linked to the United Nations Millennium Development Goals, which 
aim to halve extreme poverty in the world by 2015. By working hand in hand with our Cambodian 
partners, we are confident that, together, we can achieve the ambitious UN goal of "making 
poverty history" one village at a time.   
 

 
 

 
 

Helping to Revive the Kampot Pepper Tradition 
 
Along with our integrated community development project in Kep, BAB has also been working 
with local pepper farmers in the area.   
 
Black pepper is one of the oldest and most popular spices in the world. It is a perennial, climbing 
vine indigenous to the Malabar Coast of India. In Cambodia, it has been cultivated since the 18th 
century, particularly in the region of Kampot on the southwest coast.  During the colonial period, 
Kampot pepper commanded high prices on the international market, especially in France, where 
it was used exclusively in the best restaurants for its unique taste and superior quality.  
 
The war in Cambodia effectively ended the Kampot pepper industry; however, beginning 
approximately 6 years ago, new peppercorn bushes have been planted by small farmers in the Kep 
and Kampot region.  As new plants start bearing fruit at 3-4 years of age, production is now 
increasing.  The vast majority of this pepper is being bought by Vietnamese traders who carry it 
across the border to Vietnam, where it is processed for export on the world market.  Recent 
studies have suggested that Cambodia could raise its yearly production capacity significantly, yet 
only limited efforts to export pepper to other countries beyond Vietnam are underway, and 
Kampot pepper farmers have received little assistance to get back on their feet.    

 
Despite the great potential of their product, Cambodian pepper 
farmers face a series of constraints that minimize the profitability of 
their efforts.  These include a lack of capital to expand their plantings 
and ensure adequate irrigation and soil quality; a lack of knowledge 
about international export standards and the harms of unhygienic 
drying methods and dangerous pesticides that many farmers apply; 
and particularly, an inability to access the world market. 
 
We are currently working to help Kampot pepper farmers to form an 
association.  We are also seeking financial support to help the farmers 
solve their water, soil and pest management problems.  Our long-term 
goal is to strengthen the association and help it to access more stable 
and profitable Fair Trade markets in Cambodia and world-wide.



Sineng facilitates first community 
meeting at Rudi Boa Center 

Boeung Kok Community Center and Upgrading Project 
 

BAB has recently begun working with a Phnom Penh community that is facing the threat of 
eviction.  More than 4000 families who live around Boeung Kok, Phnom Penh’s largest natural lake, 
have been threatened with forced eviction so that the lake can be filled in and developed into 
luxury villas – a multi-billion dollar joint venture between South Korean and Cambodian investors.  
If this project proceeds, it will not only be the biggest eviction in Cambodia since the Khmer 
Rouge evacuated Phnom Penh, but it will be an environmental disaster for the entire city, which 
depends on the lake to prevent flooding during the rainy season. 
  
Boeung Kok lake has historically been one of the most important of seven natural lakes around 
Phnom Penh, dating back to the 1920s.  The one square kilometer lake serves as a natural reservoir 
for excess rain water during the monsoon.  In the 1960’s, the banks of the lake were used by city 
residents as a park for recreation and enjoyment.  A small fishing village also developed on the 
west side of the lake.  During the Pol Pot era, the lake was neglected though not seriously 
damaged.  In the 1980’s, under the Vietnamese-backed regime, Boeung Kok lake was again made 
into a public park with a zoo established on the eastern bank.  At this time, the first small 
communities began to settle beside the lake, mainly sustained by fishing and vegetable cultivation.  
The overflow drainage system was kept in good repair, so the water levels remained stable.  
 
Since the 1990’s, however, the drainage system has fallen into disrepair and the lake has become 
heavily polluted as many rural migrants settled around the banks of the lake, where city property 
was still affordable.  Flooding is a serious problem now during the rainy season, and the city does 
not provide much of the lake community access to sanitation or waste disposal systems.  Without 
connections to the city sewer system, all those toilets empty into the lake.  Without garbage 
collection services, solid waste is left on the sides of the road or thrown directly into the lake.  It is 
estimated that around 2.8 tons of solid waste is dumped into the lake each day!  Most of the fish 
that were once plentiful in the lake have now died or are not suitable to eat. 
 
Most of the 4800 families now living around the lake bought their property from military and 
government officials who had occupied lakefront land following the privatization of land 
ownership.  Most families living around Boeung Kok who purchased their properties have lived 
there for over five years, which legally entitles them to formal land ownership title deeds.  
Nevertheless, these families have been put on notice, along with recent squatters, that they are 
illegally occupying public property and will have to move so that the area can be developed. 

 
The Rudi Boa Center                                      
 
In January 2007, BAB will be opening a community center 
that will serve two of the 21 lakeside communities which 
make up Village 4.  The Rudi Boa Center is named after a 
young Scottish man who died in Australia shortly after he 
had volunteered in Cambodia last December.  The Boa 
family has generously provided BAB with the funds to 
start this project in memory of Rudi, who had a profound 
experience teaching disadvantaged children while he was 
in Cambodia. 
                             
 
The Center will provide education and enrichment activities to community youth and will serve as 
a focal point for community organizing.  BAB will promote environmental and hygiene awareness 
at the center, and we hope to stimulate and support community action to begin tackling the 
garbage problem – a strong desire expressed by community leaders. By working with the 
community to clean up the lake and upgrade the living conditions of its residents, we will show 
the municipal authorities a far more environmentally sound and humane alternative for the 
development of the area than evicting thousands of families and filling the lake with concrete. 



Help Us Save This Lake!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



HELPING FRIENDS IN NEED 

 
Sometimes in our work we encounter individuals with urgent medical needs or families facing 
serious crises.  They might not otherwise be involved in one of our programs, or relief of their 
particular problems may not necessarily fit neatly into one of our approved budget lines.  However, 
when we have the means to help, we do so, or we will share their story and try to raise the funds 
needed to offer assistance.  The following are a few stories of individuals we have helped in the 
last year that we are proud to share with you: 
 

This Is Sokkea 
By Jen Mackie 

 
This is Sokkea. She is 11 years old and had been working on the 
garbage dump in Phnom Penh with her mother and siblings until 
BAB helped find her and her sister sponsors to live and study at the 
Center for Children’s Happiness (CCH). In August, Sokkea underwent 
major heart surgery to repair a hole in her heart that she has had 
all her life.  The surgery was a big success!   
 
The care and attention that Sokkea received from CCH staff, and 
particularly from BAB volunteer Jean-Claire “JC” Morley, made it 
possible for this successful operation to happen.  JC became a 
great advocate for Sokkea - accompanying her to doctors 
appointments, researching  how to get her the best care possible, 
following up with doctors who had been seemingly neglecting her 
case, and organizing fundraising events on her behalf at her school 
the United World College of Southeast Asia.  

 

Sokkea feels much better than she used to, because she was always tired, and now she has a lot of 
energy. She does get into a lot of “quarrels” because she wants to play games with all the other 
children in the center, but they want to be careful not to hurt her, so often they don’t let her play. 

 
She likes showing people her scar and agreed with me that it makes 
her look strong. She is much happier since her surgery, and she felt 
better right away. She is a very cheeky little girl, and always gets up 
to mischief. Recently I observed an incident where her friends were 
trying to do a singing and dancing performance and she kept trying 
to push in and disturb them, so they shoved her away. She instantly 
doubled over and began to groan, clutching at her chest. They 
rushed to her side to make sure she was alright, and she turned 
around and cackled in their faces. She is a bit of a naughty girl, but 
has a fantastic personality.  Sokkea’s sister, Sok Chan is very 
supportive of Sokkea and is very patient with her. She always tries 
to include her in games and singing. They said their mother is very 
happy they are at CCH, and she is very grateful that Sokkea was able 
to get the surgery.  
 
Sokkea is a wonderful member of the CCH community. You can 
always hear her coming because of her ceaseless laughter and 
singing. The only time you won’t hear her is when she sneaks up 
behind you to pinch you! She is so lucky to be here and we are all lucky to have her! 



A Family on the Brink in the Village Tol 

By Jeni Shirlaw 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                             
The Village Tol is a tiny rural village outside of Phnom Penh, 
where 112 families subsist on rice and palm cultivation and 
basket weaving. Village Tol has no clean water or sanitation 
facilities to speak of and no nearby medical clinic. Therefore, 
the incidence of disease, leading in many cases to death, has 
been unbridled. On the edge of Tol, is a family of eight that 
has found themselves in a disheartening situation as their 
main provider to the family, basket weaver Phan Dhong, 
passed away twenty days ago from a congenital heart defect. 
Without proper treatment he had been unable to work fully 
for the past seven years, consequently forcing the family to 
sell their land to tide them over during periods when Phan 
Dhong was too sick to work.  
 
With no land and very little income, Phan Dhong’s family has 
lived on the edge of hunger for years. With his passing on the 
7th November, the family had absolutely nothing to eat, save 
for half a sack of rice which neighbors had pooled together to provide. 
 
On Monday 27th November, I traveled with one staff and another BAB volunteer to Village Tol with 
donations and the intent of opening up opportunities for the family by learning about and telling 
their story. We got to the Village and to the house of this family on early Monday morning only to 
find a small barren wood and palm leaf shelter, containing only a makeshift kitchen, one pot, 
three plates, half a sack of rice and some clothes piled in the corner of the hut. With Sind Mie, the 
mother and head of the household, we made a list of essential items the family needed and 
traveled 7 kilometers to the nearest marketplace to buy kitchenware, sleeping mats and food 
supplies to last the family 1 month. 
 
This is only temporary relief from the shortage of food the family is 
facing. There are much deeper problems that plague the family. 
They are in debt to a neighbour for a loan that they borrowed out 
of desperation to take the youngest child, Dhong Srey Nhiet, 7 
months old, to Phnom Penh for treatment of dengue fever. Health 
problems do not stop there for the family, as all of the children are 
undernourished and two of the younger children, Dhong Srey Nhet, 
9 and Dhong Srey Nha, 4, are showing the symptoms of severe 
malnutrition.  Dhong Srey Nhet is also suffering from epilepsy. The 
lack of proper nutrition is a major cause of relentless health 
problems which Sind Mie cannot afford to treat. Sind Mie is finding it 
increasingly hard to cope emotionally with her husband’s death, the 
lack of prospects for her family and her children’s health problems. 
She is breaking down to the point of experiencing extreme 
exhaustion and dizziness.  
 
It is extremely important that Sind Mie stays emotionally secure enough to look after all of her 7 
children. In the short term, we bought enough supplies for one month and are planning on 
returning to bring supplies in the following months to help stave off the hunger that threatens 
Sind Mie’s children and give her some security. In the long term, as her children are very young, 
Sind Mie needs to focus - with our help of school uniforms, supplies and books - on sending her 
children to school. Another prospect that BAB is hoping to give Sind Mie is to provide her with 
bamboo with which to make bamboo baskets, as her husband had done, to help her generate her 
own income for her family and lead a self-sufficient life.  



Oxygen for Life 
 
When we learned that Samnang (right) was having great trouble due to 
severe asthma, Bridges was able to purchase two oxygen tanks to help.  
The oxygen tanks provide the gas mechanism to deliver the asthma 
medication Samnang needs to take when he is suffering from breathing 
problems.  Before getting the tanks, Samnang would have to travel seven 
hours to Phnom Penh to go the hospital, an expense his parents could 
not continue to afford on their salaries as a cleaner and a taxi driver.  The 
tanks have made life for Samnang much easier, and his parents, who 
were extremely distraught over how to help Samnang, are overjoyed.  His 
father, Nget, who sometimes drives BAB staff and volunteers to the 
provinces, and who was on the verge of selling his car to help his son, 
extends his heartfelt thanks to all of us at Bridges Across Borders.    
 

BAB Helps Kep Boy Get Urgent Surgery 
 
When we found little Samrith (right) in Chamcar Bei village, 
where we are launching our new community development 
project, he had some mysterious sickness we were told had 
nearly taken his life the night before.  He also had terrible 
red bumps all over his head, and a testicle the size of an 
orange.  Needless to say, we intervened immediately and 
took him to a good doctor in Phnom Penh.  He was 
diagnosed with a respiratory infection, infected scabies and 
a severe hernia that he probably had untreated since birth.  
The next day, we got him to the Kantha Bopha Children's 
Hospital, which treated his infections and operated on the 
hernia almost immediately, free of charge.  Within a few 
days they were on their way back home, with all of 
Samrith's major medical problems solved.   For under 75 US dollars – the price of a roundtrip taxi, 
some food, and a few nights stay at a motel for his father - this little boy's life was saved.    
 

Haemophiliac Support Campaign 
 
Haemophilia is a genetic disorder of the blood system. Patients have reduced or no clotting ability, 
which results in prolonged bleeding, often spontaneously.  When it goes untreated the results are 
horrific. This disease is often misdiagnosed in Cambodia - sometimes leading to fatal surgery - and 
local doctors and nurses have not been taught how to treat Haemophilia patients. 

 
However, since January 2006, thanks to the efforts of some 
good people at the National Institute for Health (NIH), one 
Haemophiliac child has been diagnosed in Kep and three others 
in Pursat. They require specialized treatment and management 
to prevent bleeding episodes and crippling joint problems, so it 
is imperative that doctors and nurses from these provinces 
receive proper training. 
 
BAB has supported a special training for 5 nurses and 2 doctors 
from Kep and Pursat. We are also trying to raise funds to 

provide the medicine needed by Usaphea, the 8 year old haemophiliac boy from Kep. Thankfully, 
the NIH has received a shipment of the Factor VIII medicine that is needed from a Haemophiliac 
society in the United States, and Usaphea has begun receiving treatment.  However, it is still 
insufficient to meet the yearly needs of Usaphea and the other haemophiliac children.   Your 
donations of the required medicine, or cash donations so that we can buy it here would be a 
beautiful gift for this little boy.  



Community Legal Education 
Programme 

 
Our Community Legal Education Program is aimed at developing and supporting university-
based law programs that educate future lawyers in the spirit of social justice and public service to 
provide legal services to poor and vulnerable communities, and expanding access to justice by 
developing effective grassroots networks of community-based legal advisors and advocates. 
 
 

Building Bridges to Justice  
Through Community Legal Education  

By Bruce A. Lasky 
 
Strengthening legal education, at the grassroots and university levels, is one of the cornerstones 
of Bridges Across Borders' progam in Southeast Asia.  Our Community Legal Education Program 
is founded upon the strong belief that no society can function, much less protect the rights of its 
citizens, without a working Rule of Law system. 
 

Throughout the world, marginalized groups and individuals yearn for access to justice, yet they 
often find themselves without the power or ability to find it. At the same time there is a dearth of 
persons and institutions devoted to defending, guarding and fighting along-side these persons.  
The result is a pervasive unfairness and injustice that is inherent throughout societies of both the 
Global North and South, where a growing rift continues to divide those with means and those 
without.  

 

Indicators of this inequity exist all around us.  We see an alarming escalation of rural landlessness. 
We see the toleration of domestic violence continue unabated. We see that institutionalized 
public and private discrimination against persons based upon their ethnicity, social origin, religion, 
culture, gender and other identifiable characteristics is still the norm throughout many societies.  
Even on basic issues of where to register a birth certificate or a marriage, or how to register 
lawfully acquired land, a lack of understanding and know how of the means and methods 
continues, resulting in clearly avoidable future harms.  

 

Yet, at a time when champions of justice are more necessary than ever, legal associations are 
becoming increasingly removed from the community and the needs of ordinary people.  This 
disconnect is a result of a multitude of factors.  While it is the legal profession that often has the 
power to help avoid or alleviate these harms, this profession often fails to do so.  

 

In many countries, lawyers are granted a monopolistic license by their Bar associations to practice 
law and represent those as they see fit.  Yet, as these legal practitioners selectively choose their 
cases, usually based on profit margin, the needs of countless individuals and groups go unmet.   
The legal profession has continuously become a business of business, and while lawyers in most 
countries exist as members of an elite Bar Association community - barring others from entering 
their privileged association - they are seen as failing to rise to the challenges facing the 
disempowered communities of their societies.  Even when willing, the lack of sheer numbers of 
attorneys, and the location of their offices typically in wealthy urban centers, leads to the failure 
to provide adequate and qualified legal services to the poor in both rural and urban sectors.    

 



Cambodia clinic students teach domestic 
violence lesson in Pursat village 

Thankfully, there are ways to address these problems and expand access to justice and protection 
of basic rights for poor and marginalized communities.  Community Legal Education programs are 
one such means.   Since our founding, BAB has been involved in two specific Community Legal 
Education activities. These include: 1) Clinical Legal Education and 2) Community Legal Advisor 
Support. 

 
What is Clinical Legal Education (CLE) and How Does it Work? 
 
Clinical legal education is a progressive educational system most often implemented through 
university based faculty of law programs to help develop better trained, more socially-conscious, 
ethical attorneys. CLE programs are founded on utilizing an interactive, student-centered 
approach where students work with real people and real issues as the students acquire practical 
legal knowledge, skills, ethics and a drive to achieve fairness in society.   
 
Unlike traditional internships, which may also focus on legal skills training, CLE programs are 
specifically aimed at the students working with marginalized and socially vulnerable 
communities. In doing so, the students are exposed to, and hopefully able to gain an 
understanding of, working with a populace that is often ignored and other times abandoned. This 
is part of the learning process for the students. For many of these law students CLE programs may 
afford the first and sometimes only opportunity for students to work with these people.  It is 
hoped that this exposure will be a moulding experience with a lasting impact and will positively 
affect future career choices and other decisional paths for these law graduates. 
 
Unlike traditional lawyering practice - a top-down approach where clients meet with attorneys, 
present their legal difficulties and then hope to have them solved by their legal representatives – 
internationally, clinics have engaged in a number of alternative ways to assist marginalized 
communities while also empowering them. 

 
University based legal clinics bestow an array of societal services.  They work with real people and 
real issues in a number of ways. Some, but not all, of these programs include: 

 
• Providing legal consultation and counselling  
• Providing initial intake and legal referral 

services 
• Providing active social advocacy and policy 

formulation 
• Providing community teachings 

 

One of the most successful types of programs are 
the CLE Community Teaching programs where the 
students go into communities and teach about law, 
human rights and civics while at the same time 
learning from their “students” in the process.  These 
teaching programs are centered around the idea 
that the best way to learn is to teach. 
 
 
Community Legal Advisor Support Program (CLASP) 
 
In addition to CLE programs, the BAB Community Legal Education Program is also engaged in 
providing support and training to non-lawyer community based legal advisors or advocates.  
These persons assist in providing both formal and non-formal legal advice and help to their fellow 
community members, usually in areas and societies where there is a general lack of lawyers or a 
lack of lawyers willing to assist certain populations with certain problems.  Community legal 
advisors can offer knowledge and skills which can be utilized in various situations.  Some of the 



situations may involve the formal justice system, while others may involve administrative 
mechanisms, mediation or negotiation. Community legal advisors are often more skilled and 
ready to combat societal issues at the grassroots level than attorneys. 
 
 
BAB Community Legal Education Activities 2003-2006 
 
Since 2003, Bridges Across Borders has been engaged in extensive efforts in promoting 
Community Legal Education programs throughout Southeast Asia. These activities have been 
varied and wide reaching.  By following one of the primary missions of BAB in making connections 
between people, organizations and institutions, BAB has partnered and joined with a number of 
universities and organizations who are also specifically involved in Community Legal Education 
initiatives. To date, BAB has:  
 

• Assisted universities throughout the region in CLE program design and development, in 
addition to designing and conducting teacher/student training workshops;  

• Worked as a facilitator and connected programs from different institutions together, 
having them share lessons and experiences that have been successful, and helping them to 
avoid common pitfalls that often arise;  

• Engaged in student and professor exchange and internship programs and study 
tour/exposure visits;  

• Conducted both Community Legal Education exploratory and information outreach with 
persons at the governmental, non-governmental, bar association, and university level on 
the positive and necessary aspects of Community Legal Education in Malaysia, Laos, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia, Singapore, and the Philippines;   

• Designed and operated an active CLE listserv for members interested in CLE issues 
(www.clinictalk.org);  

• Continued to work intensively with other institutions on the development of grassroots, 
simple to read and understand, legal resource/training manuals which can be adapted for 
use in a variety of venues. 

 
During 2006 the BAB Clinical Legal Education program has grown leaps and bounds, and the seeds 
that were sown since 2003 have taken root and begun to bear fruit.  In addition to Cambodia, 
where BAB began its first Community Legal Education efforts, BAB is now directly working to 
provide both technical and institutional support in Malaysia and Thailand with universities and 
non-governmental organizations in those countries.  To further this work, I have been appointed 
as an Adjunct Professor of Law at both the University of Teknologi Mara (UiTM), Shah Alam, Malaysia 
as well as Chiang Mai University (CMU), Thailand, and am providing technical support to the 
University Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.  
 
Our mandate is to work directly with both UiTM 
and CMU to develop in-house consultation, 
advice and referral service educational clinical 
programs to marginalized communities, as well 
as developing programs where law students will 
participate in community legal education 
teachings. Some of the community legal 
education subjects which will be taught include: 
introduction to law, criminal law, consumer law, 
juvenile rights, family law, Sharyiah law, HIV/AIDS 
law, women rights, minority rights, indigenous 
community rights, amongst others.   
 
The UiTM students are scheduled to begin their first level of community teachings at a number of 
community settings very soon.  Some of these activities will be conducted in conjunction with 
various Malaysian Legal Aid Centers as well as the Malaysian non-governmental organization, ERA 
Consumer.  ERA Consumer has been a leader in Malaysia in providing community teachings via a 



paralegal support network and the UiTM student collaborative effort with this program will be a 
win-win situation for all parties involved. 
 
The Chiang Mai University clinical program is scheduled to launch during the Thailand summer 
semester, which will take place in the spring of 2007.  Prior to this launching date, BAB will provide 
a number of technical support trainings for professors and students alike. 
 
Moreover, BAB has been in the process of building stronger ties with faculty members at Vietnam 
National University, Hanoi, as well as the National University of Laos, with expectations of working 
with both these institutions to develop Clinical Legal Education programs during 2007.  BAB will 
also be providing direct technical assistance support for a number of universities in the Southeast 
Asia region by providing training at the 1st SE Asia Clinical Legal Education Training of Trainers 
Workshop being held at Ateneo University, Manila in the Philippines. 
 
BAB’s Community Legal Advisor Support Program has expanded as well.  We are currently working 
with the Cambodian non-governmental organization, Community Legal Education Center (CLEC), to 
further refine and produce additional Community Legal Advisor training curriculum.  Throughout 
2007 and beyond, BAB and CLEC foresee a bright partnership in providing support and training to 
a network of Cambodian organizations and informal groups involved in community-based legal 
advice and advocacy activities. 
 
BAB has committed itself to continue its efforts to aid in the proliferation of CLE internationally. 
We have a clear understanding and belief that these programs lead to the development of more 
socially minded, ethical attorneys, and social justice warriors. At the same time, we know that no 
matter how many lawyers CLE  programs produce, with the dedication to “fight the fights” of 
those in need, there will never be enough lawyers to do this work, nor are they always well-suited 
to do so. BAB has therefore also devoted itself to working with organizations focusing on 
empowering communities by developing the skills and knowledge of community-based advocates 
and legal advisors. 
 
As injustice continues to pervade nations at all levels, marginalized communities must find the 
power within themselves to stand up, shield themselves and move forward. In doing so, they 
need dedicated partners to stand alongside them.  Through our Community Legal Education 
Program, BAB has fully and unswervingly pledged itself to be one of those partners. 
 
After a very successful program in the Summer of 2006, BAB will once again be offering its Summer 
2007 Legal Studies Internship Program.  If you are a law student or graduate interested in applying, 
please email Bruce at blasky@bridgesacrossborders.org for an information packet and application. 
 

 

Reflections on our HIV/AIDS Lesson 
By Vidjia Phun  

 
In February 2006, BAB brought Stephen Womeldurf (aka Jyoti) to Cambodia to share his experience 
with different Cambodian communities of being an HIV/AIDS survivor for over 19 years.  Below are 
the reflections on Jyoti's visit from one of the students at the Pannasastra University Legal Clinic, 
whom Jyoti worked with to develop HIV/AIDS lesson plans.   
 

Prof. Bruce A. Lasky’s friend Steven, who has had AIDS for 19 years, conducted a lesson on HIV/AIDS 
with Professor Lasky at the Paññasstra University of Cambodia Legal Clinic (PUCLC) in February. The 
message of the lesson was mainly about discrimination against people with HIV/AIDS and the 
universal precautions. The lesson was very interesting and touched the students' hearts because 
they were able to interact with someone who has had real-life experience with HIV/AIDS for the 
past 19 years. They also had the chance to ask very personal questions and receive answers that 
they have never heard from an HIV-positive person before. 



The lesson taught by Steven was then taken and modified by PUCLC students so that it could be 
taught to high school students and NGOs that PUCLC have been working with and 
children/students and villagers in Pursat during the trip. The lessons given to high school students, 
the Cyclo Center (an NGO that works with Rickshaw workers) and the Center for Children’s 
Happiness (CCH) orphanage have shown a positive impact, especially in effecting their thinking 
and behaviour towards HIV/AIDS. This is because the lesson was simple, easy to understand and   
interactive, as it included a Q & A to and from Steven and the participants regarding issues about 
the laws involved in the prevention and control of the spread of HIV/AIDS and discriminatory 
issues. The lessons taught to the Center for Children’s Happiness were focused very much on 
universal HIV/AIDS precautions, using entertaining methods, such as drawing pictures and children 
songs to help young children remember the idea of universal precautions. 
 
I, like the other students, had no knowledge that he was infected with AIDS until we were told so 
by him.  Then we started to notice the color of his eyes, his skin, his body shape, etc. Having 
noticed this, we started to understand and realize that he is infected by the disease. We freely 
contacted and interacted with him, as we would with any other person. He is a nice and honest 
person in telling us his very personal story to make us aware of HIV/AIDS and also, at the same time, 
he worked with us to develop an interactive lesson that would help us get more involved during 
the teaching session so that the students would remember the lesson well. This kind of simple 
teaching is something he has never done before, as when he went to other countries to speak 
about living with HIV/AIDS and to educate about HIV/AIDS, he would use more technical terms in his 
public speeches and lectures. 
 
The more we contacted each other, the more afraid we were that we would no longer have him. 
We give him smiles and support, as we understand that he needs love and support. We never 
make him upset. We really like his nick name Jyoti, which means light or source of light. We really 
appreciated his hard work in telling the story and awareness of HIV/AIDS to every one of us and 
also other people around the world. We wish him a good life and good health. We also wish that 
he will try to stop any habits that are bad for his health, like smoking cigarettes! 
 
His teaching and activities have really made a difference and have reinforced more thoughtful 
behaviour toward HIV/AIDS positive people, by learning not to discriminate but to understand and 
love. He has been a great source of knowledge to us, especially for the children and high school 
students (some of whom may become the leaders of our country) and those who have very 
limited knowledge about HIV/AIDS transmission and prevention, such as villagers and cyclo drivers. 
We hope that he will continue his work in teaching people to understand more about HIV/AIDS. 
God bless him. 
 

      
 
Jyoti is currently recovering from surgery to remove liver cancer and he is in our thoughts and 
prayers.   
 
 

Supporting Grassroots Legal Advisors 
By Michael Otto 

 
I distinctly remember the heavy feelings of frustration when a friend and colleague of mine called 
on a Thursday morning, asking if I was available immediately to go monitor a court case that night 
in Kratie, a provincial town along the Mekong River in Northern Cambodia. A member of a family 



CLASP Co-ordinator Michael Otto (left) at 
a Community Legal Advisor training 
session in Kampong Cham province 

had reported illegal activities of a large neighboring plantation. The family was of an indigenous 
minority that had a small plot of land which they used to grow food for themselves. The 
authorities’ response was to arrest the entire family.  The family was well within the 2001 Land Law 
and were being imprisoned in an increasingly normal use of the legal system as a form of 
intimidation to local people who try to utilize it. This case was emblematic of an ever-growing 
number of similar situations that people all over Cambodia find themselves in - marginalized, 
exploited and intimidated by a legal system that is supposed to protect them.  
 
Unfortunately, I could not make it in such short notice that day, and frankly, I was not sure of 
what use the presence of an expatriate might provide to the situation. However, my general 
suspicions in this case were confirmed days later upon reading the case details, and hearing of the 
sentence of five years that was imparted to the entire, law-abiding family without justified reason. 
And in a follow-up to the case, an appeal by a legal organization reduced only the sentence for a 
minor in the family, from five years to one, with the rest of the family’s sentences remaining 
unchanged. I leave the names and specifics of this case out here, but it is only one which I use as a 
point of reference, among many that I hear and read about daily in Cambodia today. 
 
The situation here in Cambodia is a very particular one at the present moment. The country’s 
recent history is continuing it’s ascent from one of the most horrendous series of atrocities in the 
last century. The climate in Cambodia today reflects this past, the landscape largely consumed by 
mistrust, gross abuse of power, impunity and fear. It is sad to see such a rich cultural land, with 
such beautiful, strong people, under the thumb of such oppression, disempowerment and 
helplessness. Now, with the imminent start of the Khmer Rouge Trials in 2007, certain aspects of 
the legal system are being given new analysis and attention. While expectations of many are 
increasing that the trials will lead to improvements in the legal system, the everyday lives of most 
Cambodians will likely not see any dramatic reversal of the difficult situation they face today. 
 
Bridges Across Borders, through our Community Legal 
Education Program, has been involved in establishing 
legal clinics in universities for a few years now, with 
excellent results in Cambodia and in the region of 
Southeast Asia. One extension of this pursuit was the 
Community Legal Advisor Support Project, which was a 
natural link from the community legal teachings that 
were being conducted by university students of a legal 
clinic to various disadvantaged and marginalized 
communities. The Community Legal Advisor Support 
Project, or CLASP, teaches people their legal rights and 
practical ways to assert them in common, everyday 
situations. A major goal of CLASP is to empower people 
and their communities to take control of their 
situation by attempting to hold public institutions and 
private enterprises accountable for their actions 
through first understanding the laws of their own 
country, and then asserting them for themselves.  
 
Understanding the law is an important first step in this process, and not a simple one at that. The 
levels of education and rates of literacy are very low in Cambodia  where agriculture of 
sustenance is the primary occupation,.  This presents a formidable obstacle to comprehension of 
complex legal codes. Bridges Across Borders, through CLASP, has developed a Community Legal 
Advisor Training Manual to accomplish the goal of rural legal education and empowerment. This 
training manual employs a proven interactive, learner-centered teaching methodology that was 
adapted from ‘street law’ and clinical legal education teaching techniques. Using basic, 
understandable language to decipher complicated legal texts, we have developed, with local and 
international expertise, easy-to-understand, relevant, and engaging participatory exercises to 
apply relevant laws, legal information, and advice as to how to navigate the complex and often 
corrupt legal system rather than being fearful and exploited by it. 



Indecent Assault of a Minor Legal Advisor Leads Community Meeting 

The Community Legal Advisor Training Manual now covers the following topics, including 
substantive law, procedural elements, and practical advice: 
 

• Introduction to Cambodian Law 
• Criminal Law and Procedure 
• Civil Law and Procedure 
• Consumer Protection, Contracts, and Labour 
• Family and Marriage Law 
• Khmer Rouge Trials 
• Community Legal Advisor Skills 
 

Below are two of the Illustrations from the Community Legal Advisor Training Manual: 

 
 

 
CLASP is actively working with a wide array of legal and community-based organizations around 
the country, as the manual itself is intended to support a multitude of community-based or NGO-
supported networks, loosely scattered throughout the country. These networks have most often 
organized themselves around collective need, pressing common problems, and basic necessity of 
their respective co-communities. The growing numbers of community legal advisor networks are 
showing their resilience and courage in the face of often powerful intimidation. However, a 
sentiment one can hear continuously throughout the legal community in Cambodia, whether in 
Phnom Penh or in the countryside, is that these networks greatly lack the legal knowledge, 
understanding, and resources to materialize their efforts into results. 
 
CLASP has as its primary aim to support these grassroots networks in their efforts to acquire the 
skills, knowledge, and resources that they require, in order to better equip themselves to legally 
resolve problems, big and small, and to help educate their communities about their legal rights, 
empowering people throughout the entire process. To this end, Bridges Across Borders has joined 
forces in CLASP with the Community Legal Education Center (CLEC), a progressive, local legal 
organization that supports a community legal advisor network. BAB and CLEC are planning to 
conduct trainings for many of these networks beginning in 2007, with intentions of continuing 
educational support and creating further legal training materials on more topics in the future. 
 
Too often the local people of Cambodia are faced with legal issues that they do not understand, 
and with an eroded faith in the legal system itself, there is little room for appropriate channels to 
remedy the problem justly. Although civil society is actively trying to fill this need, it is much too 
great of a need for organizations to fill alone. Only by empowering communities and giving them 
the knowledge and skills they require to assert themselves, can these communities stand up and 
resolve issues on their own and affect real and lasting social change, and participate in that 
change from the ground up.   



Cambodia Justice Initiative 
 

The Cambodia Justice Initiative is a project of Bridges Across Borders and the Open Society 
Justice Initiative. This project is committed to working with Cambodians to ensure that the 
impending trials of the surviving former leaders of the genocidal Khmer Rouge regime are 
independent, legitimate, and fair, and perceived as such, in order to bring justice to the victims of 
the Khmer Rouge mass atrocities. 
 
 

Seeking Justice, Truth, and Understanding 
 
Between 1975 and 1979, Cambodia was turned upside down by the Khmer Rouge revolution.  Pol 
Pot and his henchmen began their murderous rule by evacuating the cities at gunpoint and 
marching the people to their provincial birthplaces or a village they assigned to them if they were 
born in the city. Thousands died or were murdered during the evacuation.  They then 
immediately began turning the bombed out ruins of Cambodia into a massive agrarian labor camp.  
In the wet season, people were forced to work in the rice fields for 16-18 hours a day, with only 
two bowls of watery gruel to eat.  In the dry season, people were forced to work on massive 
construction projects – building dams, bridges, and irrigation systems – without any knowledge of 
construction or engineering.  Those who did have such knowledge were eliminated in the early 
days of the revolution.  Wearing glasses was enough to earn a death sentence in Democratic 
Kampuchea, as the Pol Pot regime ironically called itself, for glasses indicated that one could read.  
Hundreds of thousands of people whose backgrounds did not make them suitable for existence in 
the new Cambodia were tortured and butchered to death in one of the 20th century’s most 
gruesome bloodbaths.  Over a million more died of starvation, overwork or disease.   
 

 
 
 
After decades of waiting for justice, Cambodians are finally on the verge of seeing the aging 
leaders of that criminal regime prosecuted by a semi-international tribunal.  The Tribunal is a 
hybrid court structure, based in the Cambodian courts, with a minority of foreign UN-appointed 
judges serving alongside a majority of Cambodian judges and co-equal international and 
Cambodian prosecutors and investigating judges.  Investigations have already begun, and the 
Khmer Rouge Tribunal, known officially as the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia, 
is scheduled to begin its first trials by July 2007.   
 
 
 
 



The chambers of the Khmer Rouge Tribunal 

 
As the Khmer Rouge Tribunal gets underway and 
the Cambodian people begin the painful process 
of confronting the heinous crimes of the Pol Pot 
regime, our Cambodia Justice Initiative is working 
to help improve this process and ensure that the 
legacy of the Tribunal will strengthen the 
administration of justice in Cambodia and foster 
healing and national reconciliation.  BAB is working 
closely with the Open Society Justice Initiative (OSJI) 
and the International Working Group on the 
Extraordinary Chambers on various activities in 
support of this long awaited opportunity to 
deliver justice to the millions of victims of the 
Khmer Rouge.  
 

The overall goal of the Cambodia Justice Initiative is to improve the process and product of the 
Khmer Rouge Tribunal by providing:  
 

• Training and capacity building,  
• Co-ordination efforts between NGOs and government authorities,  
• Advocacy and trial monitoring, and  
• Outreach and awareness to the Cambodian public.   

 
Learning lessons from other Tribunals and mutual consultation are the main tools we use to help 
facilitate this process.  As of October 2005, we also have a full time Court Monitor on the ground to 
help accomplish these goals.   
 
Since the project began in January 2005, the Cambodia Justice Initiative has been bringing 
international technical advisors to Cambodia to work with NGOs and the Government Task Force 
on the Khmer Rouge Tribunal (KRT). Our hope is that the experience of experts from other 
international and hybrid courts—dealing with atrocities in East Timor, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, and 
the former Yugoslavia—can help Cambodia incorporate the best lessons and practices from those 
courts into the KRT. The visits also provide an opportunity for us to collaborate with Cambodian 
NGOs and officials, and to gather information on local needs concerning the KRT. The primary 
recipients of technical support to date have been local NGOs interested in the KRT and the 
government task force charged with preparing for the trials. 
 

Some highlights of the technical advisor visits that we have 
hosted during this past year: 
 
 Dr. Shanee Stepakoff, Psychologist in the Special Court for Sierra Leone, visited Cambodia 26 -

29 December 2005. Over the course of visit, she met with numerous members of civil society 
and international organizations to share lessons learned from the setup, operation and 
services of the Witnesses and Victims Support Section (WVSS) of the Special Court. This was of 
particular interest to NGOs who are working with or concerned about mental health issues 
during the process of the Khmer Rouge Tribunal. 

  
 Dr. Kelly Askin, senior legal officer of Open Society Justice Initiative based in New York, visited 

Cambodia 10 -13 April 2006. Dr. Askin is deeply involved in the operations of the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, the 
Special Court of Sierra Leone and the Special Court of East Timor. Over the course of visit, she 
met with numerous members of civil society and international organizations and the staff of 
the ECCC to share lessons learned on outreach programs, victim and witness support, and rules 
of procedure and evidence from other tribunals. 

 



 Mr. David Scheffer, a professor of law at Northwestern University School of Law (Chicago) and 
the former US Ambassador at Large for War Crimes Issues (1997-2001), who was deeply involved 
in the negotiation of the ECCC law and the International Agreement for the ECCC between the 
UN and the Government of Cambodia, visited Cambodia from 15 -18 May 2006. With him was Mr. 
Jim Goldston, Executive Director of the Open Society Justice Initiative based in New York. Over 
the course of visit, they met with numerous members of civil society and embassies, and the 
staff of the ECCC to discuss issues of the international standard of the ECCC.  

 
 Wanda Hall visited Cambodia 13-19 July 2006. She is currently founder and director of 

Interactive Radio for Justice (www.irfj.org ) which is a community radio project designed to 
encourage knowledge and participation for citizens in places where the Prosecutor for the 
International Criminal Court is investigating Genocide, War Crimes and Crimes against 
humanity. She has worked in the United States, Russia, Kazakhstan, Tanzania, Rwanda, at the 
International Criminal Court in The Hague, Netherlands, Burundi and the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC).  In addition to her work in the DRC, she is currently doing exploratory work in 
Northern Uganda to determine what types of outreach projects would be effective there.   
Over the course of her visit, she met with numerous members of civil society and international 
organizations and the staff of the ECCC to share lessons learned on outreach programs, to help 
NGO groups and ECCC identify the need for outreach activities that exist so that when they 
make future proposals they can design their projects in the most effective way so that the 
ECCC and NGOs who are working with or concerned about outreach can better prepare their 
plan, program, strategy, and services.   

 

Some other accomplishments of the Cambodia Justice Initiative 
in 2006: 
 

• In October, the Cambodia Justice Initiative, in collaboration with the Extraordinary 
Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia, conducted intensive and practical training for the 
staff of the ECCC.  The course focused on international humanitarian law, international 
criminal law, and Cambodian criminal law, and best practices for the staff of the co-
prosecutors and co-investigating judges’ offices. Co-prosecutors and Co-investigating 
judges also attended. 

 
• We are supporting the ECCC Security Commission to provide Basic English training class for 

the police officials who are assigned to work for the Commission. This English training 
course consists of 2 sessions one in the morning and another in the evening. The courses 
will last for 6 months and there are more than 100 participants in total.     

 
• We conducted presentations on the ECCC to the Khmer Institute for Democracy’s 

community legal advisor network from 9 different provinces. Presentations on the ECCC, 
fair trial practices, and a mock trial were conducted for the community advisors.  A small 
booklet of the ECCC law and agreement both in Khmer and English for public distribution 
were produced by the program. 

 
• Several large meetings and regular/urgent meetings were convened to update the ECCC’s 

staff, government institutions, media and NGOs about issues relating to the drafting and 
adopting of the internal rules of ECCC, training, outreach, witness and victim support, and 
other areas relevant to the success of the ECCC.  

 
• To ensure mutual understanding and cooperation among NGOs and between NGOs and the 

ECCC, the Cambodia Justice Initiative has organized monthly NGO coordination meetings.  
The discussions have focused on how NGOs can work together and with the ECCC to ensure 
networking, coverage, resource allocation, and avoidance of duplication, outreach road-
mapping, and legal thresholds-complaints receptions and access to information. 

 
• We continued to work on the issue of funding for the ECCC and we advocated with the 

international community, donors and embassies.  



Khmer Rouge Tribunal Update 
 
The past year has seen some of the first fundamental steps being taken to turn the ECCC from a 
concept into a long-overdue reality. The Extraordinary Chambers officially began operating on July 
10th, 2006, when the Co-Prosecutors, Robert Petit (Canada) and Chea Leang (Cambodia), began 
working. They started the process of their initial investigations one week after the international 
and Cambodian judges convened for a five-day workshop in July.  On September 4th, the two Co-
Investigating Judges, Marcel LeMonde (France) and You Bun Leng (Cambodia), opened their office.  
The Public Affairs office has also begun conducting a public outreach program, which, in 
conjunction with NGO efforts such as those supported by our Cambodia Justice Initiative, creates 
possibilities for ordinary Cambodians to be informed about the ECCC.  The speed with which these 
key staff members have come on board is a tribute to the significant progress the ECCC has made. 
 
Threatening to overshadow these positive developments, however, are some major concerns with 
obstacles that have recently arisen, which threaten to derail the entire process.  The chief concern 
is that the Cambodian judges and their UN-appointed international counterparts have been 
unable to agree on internal rules that are needed to supplement ordinary Cambodian procedure 
to ensure that the Tribunal meets international standards of justice.  The essential problem is that 
the Tribunal must meet those international judicial standards, yet the trials must also take place 
within the notoriously weak, corrupt and politically subservient Cambodian court system.  When 
the Cambodian and international judges met to hash out procedures that would conform to both 
Cambodian law and international fair trial standards, there was division between the Cambodian 
judges and the international judges on a number of key issues, and the talks broke down.   
 
On December 5, Human Rights Watch issued a statement accusing the Cambodian judges of using 
obstructionist tactics and acting on the orders of senior government officials to delay adoption of 
the draft rules.  “The international community needs to follow the Cambodian tribunal closely,” 
said Brad Adams, Asia Director for Human Rights Watch. “We want this tribunal to succeed. But if it 
becomes clear that the process is hopelessly politicized and obstructed, then the UN should 
withdraw its support to avoid becoming involved in a substandard trial that would be a disservice 
to itself and to millions of Cambodians.”       
 
The trouble began in November, before the judges met to adopt the internal rules, when the 
Cambodian Bar Association issued a statement denying the legality and legitimacy of the Office of 
the Principle Defender, the unit that has been set up by the United Nations to ensure that all 
Tribunal defendants are guaranteed their right to an independent, competent defense council.  
The President of the Bar Association ordered all Bar members to boycott a training that the 
Principle Defender's Office and the International Bar Association organized for Cambodian defense 
lawyers on international criminal law.  He threatened that those who attended the training would 
be breaking the law because the Principle Defender's Office that sponsored it was illegal.   The role 
and function of the Defense support unit was one of the key disagreements between the 
Cambodian and international judges in the debate over the internal rules of the Tribunal.   
 
Another crucial concern is the prospect that the current operating budget for the ECCC will leave 
it in a position where it is unable to fulfill its mandate. Already, administrators have been forced 
to borrow funds from the operating budgets of upcoming years to address urgent present 
concerns.  On a day to day level, if important decisions become decided as much by financial 
concerns as judicial or administrative ones, the development of the ECCC may be inhibited.  
 
Also worrying is that no Victim and Witness Support office has been established and there is no 
provision for this in the operating budget.  Under the current arrangement, victims and witnesses 
will come under the protection of the Cambodian police, who have a history of corruption and 
brutality.  Meanwhile, there are already reports that likely witnesses have gone into hiding amid 
fears for their security.  Without a robust witness protection program, there cannot be fair trials.  
These budgetary inadequacies must be addressed swiftly by international donors who want this 
Tribunal to succeed in delivering justice. 



Volunteer and Internship Programme 
 
A big part of our mission is to promote volunteerism through international and community service.  
BAB was founded by volunteer directors, who continue to volunteer for the organization.  We have 
a Volunteer Program and a Legal Internship Program in Southeast Asia, which have both 
developed extensively over the last year, with more and more volunteers joining our efforts.  
Below is an overview of those developments written by Wendy Morrish, who came to volunteer for 
several months in March.  After she returned home to Australia, she decided to quit her job and 
come back to volunteer for Bridges, where she saw she could make a real difference.  Back to work 
for BAB, Wendy has been a tremendous  asset for our organization and we are so lucky to have her 
on our team. We love you Wendy!!   
 

Another Year of Growth and Achievement 
By Wendy Morrish 

As another year draws to a close we reflect on the support and help BAB Cambodia has received 
from its wonderful international and Cambodian volunteers and interns.  Phnom Penh on one 
hand is one of the most exciting cities in Asia; on the other hand, it is affected by extreme 
poverty, corruption and weak democracy, poor educational standards, and serious health issues, 
especially HIV/AIDS. BAB’s volunteer and intern programs offer an opportunity to make a real 
contribution to confronting these hardships while getting an unforgettable experience of living 
and working in the city of Phnom Penh. An experience you couldn’t hope to gain as a tourist.  

Bridges Across Borders is about connecting people from all over the world to help others in need. 
This year, a meal was shared by volunteers with varied nationalities and backgrounds including 
Australia, America, Singapore, India, Pakistan, Malaysia, England, Cambodia, Vietnam and China. 
Through BAB all these nationalities and cultures were able to come together to freely discuss their 
ideals, beliefs, customs and expectations of volunteering in Cambodia. 

Child education is one of the main programs that our 
volunteers participate in. With the help of the volunteers, BAB 
has developed an English teaching curriculum for the child 
protection centres we support. Several volunteers also took 
on the development of child profiles at the centers, which 
are now a great tool to easily help staff and incoming 
volunteer teachers learn about the children’s backgrounds, 
their schooling requirements and emotional progress. All the 
volunteers say, “the children are incredible” and we 
understand how hard it is for them to say goodbye.  
  

To give unconditionally to others is one of the most rewarding things a person can do. This 
statement was reaffirmed by all the legal interns who have worked unconditionally and tirelessly 
on curriculum development for our Community Legal Advisor Support Project, which we lovingly 
call "the manual." This project is huge, and at times has seemed endless, but after a quick lunch 
trip to the Chinese Noodle Shop or Khmer Kitchen, our interns and volunteers were able to get an 
extra burst of energy and pound away again at the manual. Oh the 
Manual, will it ever end? YES! We are pleased to say that several 
chapters are drawing to a close, translation into Khmer is 
underway and the teacher training will start early next year. Thank 
you everyone, without you the living room would still be the 
paralegal centre. 
 
With this steady stream of volunteers coming to Phnom Penh, BAB 
has transformed our office and Bruce's former apartment upstairs 



(aka the “Compound”) into the “Guesthouse”. BAB has converted the offices and rooms upstairs, 
previously used as storage areas and emergency accommodation, into volunteer bedrooms. Each 
bedroom has been fitted with comfortable beds, wardrobes and desks. The living room remains 
the quiet comfortable space to watch a movie, read a book or enjoy group meals. The more 
energetic can now spend time working out on Bruce's fitness equipment on the roof level while 
looking across the garden area outside and onto the Phnom Penh skyline.  Like most homes the 

central meeting place is the Kitchen.  It is the place where 
everyone shares their experiences, concerns and laughter. The 
“Compound” boasts luxuries for the volunteers including 24 hour 
internet access, air conditioning, hot water, security and 
arguably the most comfortable couch in Cambodia.  
 
Volunteers for BAB, who come to help in Phnom Penh, tend to be 
compassionate, intelligent, idealistic, energetic but mostly 
adventurous. The volunteer program BAB has in place is set up to 
allow the volunteers to have a remarkable journey while they are 

in Cambodia. Most want to experience living amongst the Cambodian people, share in their lives, 
feel the throb of the city and most importantly do something. Something worthwhile, something 
that will help make a difference to the lives of Cambodians. At the same time, they enjoy being a 
visitor in Phnom Penh.  
 
Thank you to the 2006 volunteers and interns, you have willingly given your ideas, time, energy 
and passion for the projects that you were working on. BAB is grateful for your help, 
encouragement and bringing a breath of fresh air with you.  
 

Our 2006 Volunteers 
  
International Legal Interns United World College Graduates 
  
Yuet Min Foo (NU Singapore) JC Morley 
Jasmine Foong (NU Singapore) Lucy Geoghegan 
Sheela Devi (NU Singapore) Daria Dachs 
Priscilla Shunmugam (NU Singapore) Mike Ewart 
Anh-thu Nguyen (U Texas Law School) Jen Mackie 
Hayley McCay (U Texas Law School) Elysia Glover 
Geri Greenspan (Yale Law School) Ulrika Lundstrom 
 Gerband Hoogvliet 
International Volunteers Øystein Kristiansen 

 Jeni Shirlaw 
Barry Hall  
Ian Harte Cambodian Volunteers 
Lindsay Loberg  
Lakhana Vinoukkun Hin Dan (aka Bob) 
Karishma Chanrai Chunn Chakriya 
Jyoti Sovanna Plong 
Wendy Morrish Ly BunHong 
David Pred Hok Ratha 
Bruce Lasky Eang Vuthy 
Michael Otto  
Julie Sheker (U.S. lawyer)  
Kevin Morely (UWC professor)  

 
 
 



How You Can Help 
 

JOIN BRIDGES ACROSS BORDERS TODAY!  If you appreciate the work we are doing, we ask that you 
demonstrate your support by becoming a member of Bridges Across Borders.  Membership dues 
are on a sliding scale from $35-$100 a year.  These dues help us to cover our general operating 
expenses at our US headquarters office which are very minimal compared to most organizations 
our size, as we rely almost exclusively on volunteers to staff our office.  Nevertheless, we do incur 
basic running expenses which are fundamental to make all of our projects from the rainforests of 
the Darien Gap in Panama to the villages of Cambodia possible.  For information on how to 
become a member, see our website at www.bridgesacrossborders.org. 

 
MAKE A TARGETTED DONATION TO ONE OF OUR PROGRAMS:  Which one of our programs, projects 
or campaigns moves you the most?  If you earmark your donation to a specific program, we will 
ensure that your donation is used to support that program.  Both our Child Protection Program 
and our Community Development Program are mainly supported by individual contributions and 
are where your donations can go the longest way toward making an impact on the lives of people 
in this region.  One of our priorities at the moment is the Boeung Kak Lake project.  We want to 
support the community's environmental clean-up initiatives as well as their advocacy efforts with 
the municipality to prevent their eviction.  Your solidarity donations to this cause would be 
greatly appreciated by this community in need. 

 
SPONSOR A CHILD:  For as little as $250 a year - just $21 a month - you can help a disadvantaged 
child benefit from our programs.  Sponsored children will receive education and health care 
support and their family's livelihoods will be improved through our income generation initiatives.  
Sponsored children will also have access to higher education interest-free loans when they 
complete high school, which can be repaid in service to their community.  You will receive a 
profile and photograph, as well as annual progress reports and communications from your 
sponsored child.  You can also write letters or send birthday gifts to the child you sponsor, which 
we will deliver to him or her on your behalf.  Keep an eye out for our new BAB Southeast Asia 
website – www.babsea.org – which will be online soon.  The new website will have pictures posted 
of children who need sponsors and simple instructions for how to become a sponsor.  Until then, 
email David at davidp@bridgesacrossborders.org  if you are interested in sponsoring a child.   

 
OFFSET YOUR CARBON EMMISSIONS WITH BAB:  By supporting BAB environmental projects you 
can become a more responsible global citizen.  Help offset the greenhouse gasses that you create 
by donating to our reforestation and eco-energy efforts in Kep.  Cambodia is facing an energy 
crisis, with 80% of the national energy supply coming from biomass.  Trees are not integrated into 
the farming system, and rural populations rely on rapidly depleting forest resources when 
collecting firewood.  Our goal is to plant at least 2000 trees in 2007 in Kep, where deforestation is 
in full swing.  This will neutralize 40 metric tons of carbon dioxide (roughly the annual carbon 
emissions of two American families).  We also intend to promote and subsidize more efficient 
wood stoves that conserve an average of 22% of wood fuel and reduce carbon dioxide emissions 
by one ton each year, as well as bio-gas and solar powered ovens that can conserve much more 
wood and greatly reduce family carbon emissions.  Finally, our dream for the Kep Community 
Learning Center and Farm is for it to be completely energy self-sufficient, using a combination of 
solar power, bio-diesel and bio-gas.  You can calculate the amount of carbon dioxide you emit by 
going to www.safeclimate.net/calculator.  BAB is selling carbon credits for $10 per metric ton.  
Funds raised from carbon credit sales will be used to support our eco-energy and tree-planting 
efforts and we commit to offset the requisite tonnage of greenhouse gasses. 
 
COME VOLUNTEER WITH US:  We are now recruiting skilled health workers, organic farmers, green 
builders, permaculture designers, and English, computer, arts and drama teachers.  We also need 
help with fundraising, promotions and information technology.  For more information, please 
contact us at office@bridgesacrossborders.org.  We are also offering our Summer Legal Studies 
Internship Program once again in 2007.  Please email Bruce at blasky@bridgesacrossborders.org 
for more information about this program. 



Thank You for Your Support 
 
We would not have been able to do any of the things you have read about in this newsletter if it 
weren’t for YOU.  We extend our deepest thanks to everyone who has contributed to our work.  
We would particularly like to thank the following individuals, businesses and organizations 
that have made significant contributions to Bridges Across Borders Southeast Asia:   
 

All our Child Sponsors 
Claire V. Ltd 
Citrine by the Stones 
Friends and Family of Paula and Stanley Pred 
Friends and Family of Philip Dachs 
Friends and Family of Rudi Boa 
Friends of the Rainbow Schools (Belgium) 
Hunter Lewis 
Knai Bang Chatt resort 
Kristin Way 
Gable Charitable Trust 
Greg Boyd and all his sponsors for the Bangkok Marathon 
Lantern Projects 
Link Assets and Securities, Co., LTD. 
Open Society Justice Initiative (New York and Budapest) 
One Hundred Friends 
Peter Kuylenstiema 
Tony, Jacinta, Barry, Ian and all our friends in Ireland 
University of Texas Developing Nations Project 
United Nations Children’s Fund (Unicef) 
United World College of Southeast Asia (UWCSEA) 
UWCSEA “Kids in Cambodia” Global Concerns Committee 

 
And, of course, our directors, staff and volunteers who have given so much of their time, energy 

and in many cases their money to build Bridges Across Borders. 
 
We also want to thank the Southeast Asian organizations and universities that we are 
working with: 

Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai, Thailand 
Center for Children’s Happiness, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
Community Legal Education Center, Cambodia 
International Islamic University, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
Housing Rights Task Force, Cambodia 
Meakea Aphiwadh, Cambodia 
National University of Laos, Vientiene, Laos 
NGO Committee on the Rights of the Child (Cambodia) 
Pannasastra University of Cambodia, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
Sustainable Cambodia, Pursat, Cambodia 
University Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
Universiti Teknologi Mara, Shah Alam, Malaysia 
Vietnam National University, Hanoi, Vietnam 
Youth for Peace, Cambodia 

 
 

 

Bridges Across Borders South East Asia 
#144H, St. 143, BKK III, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
Phone /Fax: (+855) 23-220-930 
Email: office@babsea.org  
Website:  www.babsea.org   (Coming Soon!) 

Bridges Across Borders USA 
P.O. Box 103, Graham, FL, 34042 
Phone: (+1) 352-485-2594        
Email: office@bridgesacrossborders.org 

Website:  www.bridgesacrossborders.org 




